A few thoughts from Tozer on revival, prayer and obediance
Part 2
Revival : Doing the Will of God
By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep his commandments. For
this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.—
1 John 5:2-3
We urgently need a new kind of reformation throughout our Christian churches—a reformation that will
cause us not only to accept the will of God but to actively seek it and adore it!...
The reformation we need now can best be described in terms of spiritual perfection-which reduced to its
simplest form is no more and no less than doing the will of God! This would expose us all at the point of
our need, no matter how sound we think we are in doctrine and no matter how great our reputations.
I long for the positive and genuine renewal which would come if the will of God could be totally
accomplished in our lives. Everything that is unspiritual would flee, and all that is not Christlike would
vanish, and all that is not according to the New Testament would be rejected....
Do we voluntarily and actively observe God's commandments, making positive changes in our lives as God
may indicate in order to bring the entire life into accord with the New Testament?
That is the active aspect of the will of God that I would own as reformation in the church, and it would
surely result in revival.1
"Oh Lord, 'I long for the positive and genuine renewal which would come if the will of God could be totally
accomplished in our lives.' Let it begin in me...today. Amen."
Revival : The Fire Falls
And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, "These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and
the seven stars: 'I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.'"—
Revelation 3:1-2
For a long time I have believed that truth, to be understood, must be lived; that Bible doctrine is wholly
ineffective until it has been digested and assimilated by the total life....
We must be willing to obey if we would know the true inner meaning of the teachings of Christ and the
apostles. I believe this view prevailed in every revival that ever came to the church during her long history.
Indeed a revived church may be distinguished from a dead one by the attitude of its members toward the
truth. The dead church holds to the shell of truth without surrendering the will to it, while the church that
wills to do God's will is immediately blessed with a visitation of spiritual powers.
Theological facts are like the altar of Elijah on Carmel before the fire came, correct, properly laid out, but
altogether cold. When the heart makes the ultimate surrender, the fire falls and true facts are transmuted
into spiritual truth that transforms, enlightens, sanctifies. The church or the individual that is Bible taught
without being Spirit taught (and there are many of them) has simply failed to see that truth lies deeper than
the theological statement of it.2
"Lord, send the fire today. Amen."
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